Policy Debate

Debaters work in teams to address the school year's topic, either on the affirmative side (to propose a plan to solve a problem with the topic), or the negative side (to prove how the affirmative’s plan is faulty). Skills learned include research, analysis, case building, questioning, and communication.
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Timing:

· 8 min.- First Affirmative Constructive Speech

· 3 min- The negative cross-examines the affirmative

· 5 min- Negative rebuts his opponent

· 8 min- Negative Constructive Speech

· 3 min- Affirmative cross-examines the negative

· 5 min- The Affirmative rebuts his opponent

· 8 min- Second Affirmative Constructive Speech

· 3 min-Negative cross-examines the affirmative

· 5 min.- Second Negative Rebuttal

· 8 min- Second Negative Constructive Speech

· 3 min- Affirmative cross-examines negative

· 5 min- Second Affirmative Rebuttal

· Note: There are Five minutes of Preparation Time for each team

Each Team has 37 minutes to speak.

Total Time: 74 minutes  or  1 hour and14 minutes

Team Dynamics:

You will work with a team member and alternate speaking. For example, if team member #1 speaks first doing cross-examination and rebuttal, team member #2 will do the next constructive argument.

As the Affirmative: You must demonstrate:

· A plan. A plan is a detailed description of what you have chosen to advocate. A plan must be topical to the resolution.

· That the status quo has a defect or is undesirable.

· That the current system cannot resolve the defect(s), but yours can. Use strong evidence and statistics to prove this.

· That any disadvantages in your proposed plan are outweighed by the advantages of your plan.

As the Negative:

· You cannot script your First Constructive Speech because you are expected to respond to the specific examples advocated by the affirmative in their plan.

· You are recommended to:

· Advocate for something contrary to your opponent’s plan. Advocating that the status quo does have the ability to solve the problem posed will harm you opponents ability to meet the criteria above.

· Directly clash with your opponent.

· Show the disadvantages that come with affirming the resolution. Show that the consequences are worse than the advantages.

· Challenge your opponent’s topicality in your first speech if possible.

· Challenge the evidence presented by your opponent and provide evidence of your won if possible.

· Rebuttal: Anything you do not rebut is assumed in the realm of the debate to be valid; therefore, you should rebut as much as possible.

Burden of Proof

Debaters must present evidence supporting their claims.
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